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IHESE two 
s Letters are 
Feed 2 {purious 
ESI hr obtru- 
ded upon the Names of 
the Worthy Perſons 
| A 3 as 


of 


To the Reader. 


betwixt whom they 
paſſed (" as ſome have 
ſhamefully done of late 


with the Reverend Au- © 


thor of the W hole Du- 
ty of Man, and ſome 
Others.) but are real 
and genuine: T hey were 
found. i in the Study of 
Mr. Richard Smith ( a 
Gentleman well known to 
moſt of the Learned of his 
time_) amoneſt many 0- . 
ther choice Papers which 

be had carefully colleed 
| and 


To the Reader, 


and laid up with a more 
| thanordinary regard; and 
are now made publick 
with Advice. 


R. Chiſiyell. 


Az Reyerend 


XUM 


Reverend SIR, 
hn + AKING no- 


| tice not long 
| ago of the 
various Ex- 
j# poſitions of 
| learned Men 
of > Sence of the Article 
of the Creed of Chriſts 
Deſcenſion into Hell, and 
therewichal conſideting , 

A 4  thax 
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that the right underſtanding 
of that Article (as well as of 
any of the reſt) is of ſuch 
concernment, that (if we 
believe Athanafi 16's Creed) 
Whoſoever - doth not believe it 
( with the other Articles 
therein contained ) he cannot 
be ſaved: Þ made more dili- 
gent Inquiſition hereinto ; 
which having done , by 
peruſal of the Works of 
divers Writers and Expoſi- 
tors of the Creed, the Ar- 
guments, Reaſons and Teſti- 
monies produced by them 
to juſtifie their ſeveral O- 
pinions of the true mean- 
jng of this Article, ſeemed 
| to 


— — — 
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to me to be muck con- 
rradictory, obſcure and un- 


certain, ſo that I could not 


reſolve, how any man con- 
fidently or afluredly could 
fix a firm Belief, or relye 
upon any one of thoſe dif- 
ferentExpoſitions,caſhiering 
all the reſt, which muſt be 
done, there being bur one 
Truth to inſiſt upon ; for to 
believe this or that, is to 
believe we know not 
what. 


Thus being not able 


to give my ſelf any fatis-. 
faction herein, at laſt I. 


called to my remembrance 
that 


— 


4 Arr. Smith's Letter 
that once it was told me, 
thar Mr. Jobn Selden, that | 
learned Lawyer and fa- | 
mous Antiquary (now in {' 
Abraham's boſome) held a 
fingular Opinion of his 
own touching this Article 
diflerent from all others , 
much afterwards approved 
by many judicious Men : 
Hereupon ( for my own 
ſatisfaftion)) being deſirous 
ro know what was his Opi- 
nion herein, I went purpoſe- {/ 
ly unto him to be reſolved 
thereof; who freely at my 
requeſt, declared to me his 
Opinion thereof, which 
was this, That by theſe 


words 


XUN 


nouy—_ 


| ro Dr. Hammond. 5 


D —— 


words in the Creed, He 
| deſcended into Hell, was 
| meant, that the Soul of 
' _ Chriſt reſting in Heaven, 

whither it went 1mmedi- 

ately after his death ( like 

as we believe all the Souls 
{| of the faithful do) ma- 
king good his promiſe to 
the good Thief on the 
Call ſaying to him, To 
day fhalt thou be with me in 
Paradiſe, Luk. 23.43: Thar 
| Soul of Chrift, I ſay, the 
' third day after his Body 
had lyen interred in the 
Grave ( according to Chriſts 
prediction, and application 
of the Prophet Jonas lying 


three 


— 


XLUM 


"6. Toe | 


three days and three nights mn 
the Whales belly, Matt. 12. 
40- ) did deſcend from Hea- 
ven into Hell, (that 1s, 
iato the Grave, uſually in 
the Scripture call'd Hell ) 
and then uniting it ſelf to his 


Body, did quicken and 


raiſe it up again from 
the dead, or place of the 


dead, which was the Grave, 


unto life in an inſtant; all 
which is undeniable ; here- 


in fulfilling the Prophecy 


of King David, Pſal. 16. 10. 
(though otherwiſe expound- 
ed) Thou ſhalt not leave my 
Soul in Hell, nor ſuffer thine 
Floly One ta ſee corruption : 

Which 


YNLIAMA 


XUM 


to Dr. Hammond. 


Which place of Scripture 
( granting that by this 
word | Hell] in the Creed is 
meant the Grave, as the 
Original will carry ut) 
may very aptly be applt- 
ed to this Deſcenſion into 
the Grave : thus, It cannot 
be denied but that his Soul 
was in the Grave in his 


.Body the third day after 


his burial, deſcending tht- 
ther to raile it up again to 
like; for withour the Soul, 


the dead Body of it felf 


naturally _ not move 
nor remove: and ſo the 
Soul being thus deſcended 


into Hell or the Grave, 
| Was 


S Mr. Smith's Letter 
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was nor left there art all 


(as it muſt be granted by 
chem of the other Opini- 
on, thatit was left in Hell 
the place of the Damnined , 


though for no long time. ) 


For if it had continued any 


| ſpace of time in the 


Grave termed Hell, it fo 
continuing there ( though 
never ſo little time ) 
might have been ſaid to 
have for - that time been 
lefr there; and ſo this Pro- 
phecy in that point had 
20t been fulfilled. Bur I 
think, no man will deny, 
that the Soul, ſo ſoon as 
ever it deſcended into Hell 
Or 
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or the Grave into the Bo: 
dy there lying, both Soul 
and Body without any 
ſtaying there, was not left 
there, but in the twink- 
ling of an Eye being united 
rogether, immediately roſe 
again from the Dead, (that 
is from the Grave, the place 
of the Dead) and fo I fay, 
was not left at all in Hell, 
that ts In the Grave ; Where- 
by the Prophecy in this 
point ( m leaving the Soul 
im Hell) was upon the 
Reſurrection fulfilled. The 
laſt part of the Verſe of 
this P/alm is alſo fulfilled 
by the raiſing of the Bo- 


dy 


— 
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dy incorrupt ( by the pow- 
er of the Deity ) of which 
there is no Queſtion or Scru- 
ple made. 


In this Opinion of Mr. 
Selden's ( granting the word 
Hell to ſignify the Grave ) 
there is no Tautologie, or 
twice re-iteration of the 
ſelf ſame thing, no acuro- 
logie or impropriety, contra- 
diction or abſurdity, no hy- 
ſteron-proteron, no diſorder 
in the poſition of it in the 
Creed, but placed orderly 
in its proper place accord- 
ing to the Series of the 
Creed; nor 1s it involved 

in 
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in any Myſtical Senſe, Trope bs 


| or Figure (unmeet for an 
| Article of our Faith), Bur 
it is a true and Orthodox 
Opinion according to the 
Expoſition thereof, plain 
and eaſje to be. underſtood 
of the meaneſt Capacity. 
Moreover I obſerve, thar 
| there may be a conſiderable 
| uſe made thereof, thus ex- 
pounded according to' Mr. 
Selden's Opinion , to wit, 
That hereby is manifeſted 
the Re-union of Chriſt's 
Soul unto his Body in the 
Grave. at or immediatel 
before his Refrain 


the time and maner thereof, 
B which 


 # 


XUM 


——_—_— 


12 Mer. Smith's Letter 


which in no other Article of 
theCreed,nor yet in anyplain 
place of the Scripture (that I 
remember) not having a 
various Expoſition,is directly 
averted. 


— 


Now befides the ſeveral | 
Texts of Scriptures produ- { 
ced for proof of this Opini- 

 onof Chriſts Deſcenſion in- 
to Hell, the place of the 
Damned, variouſly expound- 
ed, the conftant belief and 
profeſſion of the (atholick 
Church for many Ages hi- 
therto, and the Opinions 
and Judgments of many of | 
the ancient Orthodox. Fa- 
thers, 


L Cake Fa, DE PE ne - a. 
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thers, and learned and pi- 
ous Doctors of the Primitive 
times agreeing unanimouſly 
in the ſame Opinion, are 
ſtrongly urged in behalf of 
that Opinion, which are nor 
eaſily to be expunged ; there- 
by inferring, That,ſay they, 
to introduce a new Opinion 
of yeſterday's ſtanding into 
an Article of our Faith, ne- 
ver heard of before, againſt 
and diſagreeing with the ge- 
neral Opinion of the Church 
throughour all Ages hitherto 
obſerved, might prove a 
matter of very ill conle- 
quence, and breed much di- 
ſturbance and confuſion in 


B 2 the 
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the Church, nor to be ap- 
proved of by diſcreet ratio- þ 
nal men, bur rather (with {# 
more reaſon) for the unity {| 
of the Church, worthy ro E 
be exploded. ; 

' 


_— 
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Anſwer ; If it were cer- 
tain, That ſuch an Expoſt- 
tion of' Chriſts Deſcenſion 
into Hell, the place of the 
damned, as is before ſugge- 
ſted, were the true ſenſe and 
meaning, of the ſaid Article 
of the *Creed, there would 
be no reaſon to leave that an- 
cient Expoſition for a new ; 
bur rather a neceſlity to ſub- 
{cribe to it,and acknowledge | * 

it 
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it as the true and proper ſenſe 
of that Article ; Bur ſuch 
Interpretation being queſtio- 

nable, dubious, and contra- 


dicted by many other diffe- 


' rent Opinions of learned and 


V 


pious men (though of later 
times) the probability or poſ- 
ſibility only of the cruch of 
chat fqrmer Opinion(though 
never ſo ſtrongly backt by 
learned, pious, and Ortho- 
dox Fathers and Dottors, 
who may and have had their 
failings) cannot. bind the 
Conſciences of other men. 
unto an implicite Faith, 


| but.they may be at liberty to 


adhere unto ſuch an Opinion 


B3 (though 
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( though lately publiſhed ) 
which may by the judgment 
of other learned Orthodox | 
Chriſtians, compared with 
the ſacred Scriptures, ſavour . 
in their apprehenſion ofmore 
probability of the true ſenſe 
of that Article, than the for- 
mer Opinion, 


It may peradventure be 
likewiſe obje&ted, Thar if 
this Opinion of Mr. Selden's 
had been intended by the 
Compoſers of the Creed, it 
is likely, that the time of 
ſuch deſcenſion into the 
Grave, would have been exs 


preſſed in chat Article as well 
| as 


XUM 
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as the time in the Article of 
the Reſurre&tion. 

* Anſwer ; The time of the 
deſcenſion into Hell the 


place of the damned is nor ' 


ſet down in the Article; the 
knowledge whereof _ 
have been as neceſſary, a 


of this, and which 1s fir 


more intricate to diſcover 
than this is : and therefore, 
if the time of the deſcenſion 
had been thought material, 
it is likely, it would nor have 


controverted ; but in th 


been omitted, being'a "hd. 


other Expoſition, it is not ſo 
requiſice to be ſet down, for 
B 4 that 


_ 
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Dc 


that the punctual time of his 


deſcenſion into the Grave, 
is apparent to be at the very 
inſtant time of the Reſurre- 
ion, being both acted to- 
gether as one individual Ar- 
ticle in a moment of time : 
For by an old Tradition, as 
ſome lay, The diviftion of 
the twelve Articles of the 
Creed was firſt made by the 
rwelve Apoſtles, ,every one, 
ſay they, ſetting down one 
ſingle Article ; wherein this 
Article (made, as goes the 
report, by S. Thomas the Apo- 
{tle) Defcendit ad Inferos, ter- 
tio die reſurrexit, containing 
both the deſcenſjon and the 

Rez 
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Reſurrection,is joyned toge- 
ther in one Article; and 
therefore, not improperly, it 
may be thence inferred, that 
as they were made at firſt 
one Article joyntly, ſo the 
time of the delcen{ion of 
Chriſts Soul into Hell or the 
Grave, and of his Reſurre- 
ion were both at one 
time ; and the time of the 
Reſurrection is rather men- 
tioned , than of the des 
{cenſion into the Grave, to 
fulfil the Scriptures, which 


mention the time of the Re- 


ſurre&tion, but not of the 


deſcenſ1on : yet the Lutherans 
guels at a time when he de- 


{cended 


AVON 
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ſcended into Hell,che place of 
the damned, which was, as 
they ſay, berween his Burial | 
and ReſurreCtion in body and | 


foul; for they will have it to 
be after his Burial, and before 
his Refurre&tion, that it 
might concur with the Or- 
der of the place thereof in 
the Creed, which is berween 
his Burial and Reſurrection : 


And others think, wreſting 


Pſalm 119. V. 62. to their 
purpoſe, That he deſcended 
thither in body and ſoul abour 
Midnight, and roſe again 
about five of the Clock 


the next Morning. Cramerus 


de Deſcenſu Chriſti, Cap. 5. 
Now, 


; 


L 


| 
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Now, Sir, my requeſt to 
you 1s, that you will vouch- 
| fafe me your Opinion (on 
which I much relye) con- 
cerning this Opinion of Mr. -— 
Selden, which I have open- 
ed unto you; I hope you 
{hall not find me averſe 
from Reaſon, chough I may 
incline happily to one ſide 
more than to another,till my 
Judgment be better inform- 
ed, 


” I have peruſed ſome - —_ 


principal places of Scripture Pal, 68; 
cited for confirmation of the boo ih 
Opinion , ' 


XUM 


XUM 
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Opinion of the local De- 
ſcent of Chriſt into Hell 
(noted here in the Margent): 
I have likewile taken notice 


', of levera] Opinions of the 
| Calviniſts and others touch- 


ing that Article, with An- 
ſovers thereunto ; all which 
being well known uato you, 
would be tedious to recite 


at large; wherein I obſerve, 


that ſome Opinions are 
more probable, and come 
nearer to the truth in all 
likelihood, than others : 
But thoſe and all others be- 
ing but Opinions and not 
undeniable Truths, ſome 


more probable than others, ' 


I 


XUM 


XUM 
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f know not ( among {o great 
Variety) which one Opi- 
nion ſolely to faſten on; 
for as I ſaid, there is bur 
one Truth, which cannot 
conſiſt in contradictions or 
variable Expoſitions, bur 
ro find out that one Truth, 
hic labor, hoc opus eſt. 


I confeſs, I have been 
too bold with you, being 
(as I conceive) a ſtranger 
ro you, howſoever an 1lli- 
erate Old man not worthy 
of your acquaintance , yet 
a well wither to Learning, 
and (though no Philolo- 

pher 
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pher yet) a lover of Wil- 


dom and Wiſe men: I ſhould 
not have : adventured to 
have been thus bold with 
you, but by the per{wa- 
fion of Mr. Royſton, 
Bookſeller, my Friend and 
old Acquaintance , and 
one that I preſume will 
acknowledge himſelf obli- 
goed unto you for real 
Courteſies. If I have been 
roo troubleſome to you; 
as I confeſs I have, Mr. 
Royſton muſt bear part of 
the puniſhment being ac- 
ceſſary ante faftum. Thus 
with my love and reſpects 


unto you, I commit you 
| ro 


AVON 
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| to the Almighty, reſt- 


ing 
Your afteQtionate 
Friend and 
Servant, 
Little *More-fields | __ 
April 1659. R. Smith 
Indorſed, 


To his much Honoured and Re- 
verend Friend Dr. Henry 
Hammond, 
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LETTER. 


SIR, 


CLIO Dt O your Propoſal 1 
Za offer my ſenſe in 
$ the Method you 
\# have uſed; And 
firſt to your ſuggeſtion from 


Athanaſus's Creed, that with- 
| C out 


Dr. Hammond's Anſwer 


out a right underſtanding of 


AXUN 


this and all other Articles, a | 


man cannot be ſaved: Iris * 


ſufficient, that I mind you, 


That as there is nothing ſaid | 


in the Nicene Creed in lieu of 
this Article; ſo there is no 
word of Explication of it in 
the 4thanaftan. The formerAr- 


ticles concerning the Trinity 


and Chrift incarnate, God- 
man, which had been inva- 


- ded by Hereticks, are there 


largdyexplained;and'tis rea- 
fonable thence to fay,that the 
right underſtanding of them, 
ſuch asis there fer down,and 


whichfalfe Teachers had op- 


poſed, was firiely required 


of 


YNLIAMM 


CE %SEVy 
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of all men, by authority of 
all thoſe Univerſal Councils, 
which had thus defined /ub 
Anathemate, or pain of He- 
refie, and which that Athana- 
ſian Creed recited : But for 
other Articles, though it re- 
quire the believing of = 
not giving any limite 
xi GR it binds not 
to what it hath not declared, 
7. e. to-any other determinate 
ſence of « Sw which ſeem- 
ethto me to leave it free and 
dangerleſs, to uſe all ſober 
means, that ſearch of Scalp 
ture or Tradition, t 
with the uſe of the md, 


eſpecially i in the ſacred Dia-  - 
G23” leR, 
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le&, can help us to, for the 
finding out and reſolving 
the true or (if there be a 
competition of more poſſi- 
ble) the probableſt mean- 


ing of ir. 


To come then to that En- 
quiry ;: There have been 
three (and now as by you 
it appears, there is a fourth) 
ſenſes.of it. 


Firſt, Thar Chriſt in his 
Spirir, went to the place of 
Souls departed. 


Secondly, 


——_— A. 
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Secondly, That his animal 
Soul deſcended into,and con- 
tinued in the ſtate of the 
Separation from the Bo- 


dy, 


Thirdly, That Hades fig- 
nifies the Grave, and ſo that 
deſcending thither, 1s but 
an Explication of his Burt- 
al. 


Fourthly, That his Soul 


deſcended from Heaven in- 


to the Grave, and raiſed the 
Body. 


QC 1 The 


——_ 4 
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The firſt of theſe Opini- 
ons is ſubdivided again, 
ſome making the place to 
be Hell, or « 4 place of the 
damned; and Mr. Brough- 
ton contending againſt Bi- 
ſhop Biſon, "That it is Pa- 
radiſe; and Durand interpre- 
ting the Deſcending, only 
of a virtual motion and. 
the efficacy of his Death, to 
the Souls detained there ; 
and Calvm, and our Parker 
from him, underſtanding by 
it the torments of the 
damned, affirm Chriſts de- 
ſcent, to ſignifie the ſuffer- 
ing of them, eſpecially in 


IS 
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his Soul. You demanded 
not of me the Reaſons of not 
approving any of theſe, bur 
only my Qpinion of that 
which you call Mr. Selden's, 


and I Ko {er down for the. 


fourth. And becauſe I ſee 
no caule to approve of thar, 
it will be reaſonable, hes 


| point out, what I do ad- 


here to, and upon what. 


grounds I prefer jt before 
Mr. Seldex's. That which 
I adhere to, is this : 


That as Chriſt's Body af- 
ter his Crucifixion. and 
Death was diſpoſed of in 
the Grave, fo his Sayl de- 

| C 4 ſcended 


AVON 
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{cended to, and continued in 
the condition or ſtate of 
the Dead till the third day, 
meaning hereby the very 
ſame thing which I ſuppoſe 
to be meant by the firſt 
Opinion {| that Chriſt in 
his Spirit went to the place 
of the Souls departed ' ab- 
ſtracting only from the ends, 
which have been variouſly 
| aſſigned, by ſeveral men 
Ancient and Modern,, for 
his thus deſcending. That he 
deſcended for the” freeing 
ſome out of Hell, hath 
been the Opinion of ſome of 
the Ancients; as of others, 
for the opening Heaven 
to 


XUM 


CE SET 


(UM 
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to thoſe that were formerly 


kept out of it, and of o- - 


thers for the triumphing o- 
ver the Devil in his own 
Quarter,and ſhewing openly 
the Victory he had gotten 0- 
ver Death and Hell ; Thelaſt 
of theſe I abſtain from con- 
demning,, having leſs pre- 
judice to it than to either of 
the two former, and there- 
fore have ſet it down in 


the Prattical Catechiſm , as . 


that which may piouſly be 
believed : But I now deſire, 
I ſay, to abſtrat from eve- 


ry of theſe ends, and not to _ 


fix on any other end, but 
whatſhall neceflarily and un- 
queſtionably 


— 


36 Dy. Hammond's Auſwer 
queſtionably ariſe from the 
Article moſt ſimply fer 
down : and herein [ {uppoſe 
I ihall beſt comply with 
the Doctrine of our Church, 
Article 3. defining no 
more than thus, ( and ab- 
ſtaining from what had been 
expreſs'd in the Article of Ed- 
ward the Sixth, ) | That 
as Cbrift dyed for us and 
was buried, ſo alſo it is to 
be believed that he Went 
down into Hell) without 
any Explication: For ſup- 
poſing the word Zel[ in the 
Article ro be anſwerable to 
i, and that word by the 
Origination, to denote «ive, 

inviſible, 


XUN 
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inviſible, and that by the 
xquivalent 7} &paropte diſap- 
pearing, it 1s to me per- 


fealy indifferent , whether 


* this be underſtood of a 


State or a Place, fo it be the 
common place of the dead 
or Souls departed, and not 
any impalement of thoſe, 
either to Torments or 
Bliſs. Let it be taken for 
the common place of Souls, 
not limited either to that on 
one fide, which we call 
Heaven; or what we call 
Hell on the other; or 
any third middle Place : 
but indefinitely for the place 
of Souls, i.e. of all Souls 

departed 


Dr. Hammond's Anſwer 


departed ( whereſoever they 
are) and then it will be 
hardly intelligible, how 
this differs from a State ; for 
Place properly fo called it 
cannot be, that Notion be- 
longing to Circumſcription 
or Definition ; and as Cir- 
cumſcription is only of Bo- 
dies, ſo Definition which is 
of Souls, will not be com- 
modiouſly attributed to an 
indefinite, 7. e. the common 
place of Souls; but ſome 
one place, be it Heaven 
or Hell,or a third ; and then 
taking it for a place only 


improperly, that is all one 


with that which I call a 
State ; 


XUM 
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ah 


State; This I ſay, becauſe 
againſt the interpreting us 
for the State of the Dead, 
I ſee it prefſled by a very 
learned Man of our Church, 
that among Heathen 
Authors 4s always figni- 
fies a Place ; and this evi- 
dence brought for it, be- 
cauſe they that killed them- 
ſelves,&c. and fo were dead, 
and the Souls in the ſtate 
of the Dead, were yet by 
the Heathens believed 
not to be admitted into 
ins, as from their Writers is 
fully teſtified. Burt to this 1 
anſwer, That making no 


queſtion of the truth of che 


obſervation, 
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obſervation, I think it per- 

featly reconcileable with my 

Notion of 4»; for a State ; 
| for 49, quaſi «il; being x- 
A nivalent to dpurimuds, {igni- 
M Go not only the eſtate of 
Death, bur of diſappearing, 
and then the Souls of the 
biefheverror and wwe, thoſe that 
dye umimely being by the 
Heathens ſappoſed ro walk 
and appear; and fo of thoſe 
whoſe Bodies are unburied, 
they could nor {ay of them 
that they were in #9, which 
of all others which dilap- 
peared was affirmed . by 
them, which bemg -equal- 
ly rae and applicable,whe- 


ther 


(078 


UM 


ther to the Notion of a Place 
or State {for 1 deny not 
that in their Opinion the 
Soul of one unburied was 
in the State of @&ywrmas, 
though he were in State of 
Death, and both of them 


aredenoted 5 lay [ by av, 


as 1 interpret thar a Scare ) 
the Argument is of no force 
againſt me, who mean thar 
very ſame thing by the 
State of the Dead, which 
they meant by 4%, when 
they denyed the s9zw; tode- 
feend'or to be admitted vhi- 


ther. In like manner when 
they ſay that Chrift byhisSpi- 


rit or humane rational Soul 
deſcended 
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deſcended ro 4s, and TI, 
that the Animal] Soul thus 
deſcended, I ſuppole thoſe 
two to contain no real dif- 
ference ( as to this matter 
of the Deſcent) ; for I uſe 
this Phraſe, becauſe it is by 
the Animal Soul in proper 
ſpeaking, that any one lives, 
and that is common to Man 
with all other Animals, and 
yet in a man this is not im- 
properly called Spirit alfo 
(as breath and life are all one ) 
mans becommg a living Soul, 
being an immediate con- 
ſequent of Gods breathing 
into his noſtrils the breath of 
life, Gent. 2.7. But be- 

cauſe 


XUM 
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cauſe there is another No- 


tion of Spirit, for the upper 
Immortal Soul which paſſeth 
not into the condition of 
Death,butwas byChriſt com- 
mitted into his Father's hands 
(in reſpe& of which I ſup- 


poſe it was that the Thief re- 


ceived promiſe to be with him 
that day in Paradiſe,the Thief's 
immortal Soul, with Chriſt's 
immortal humane Soul ) and 
that diſtinguiſhed from the 
living Soul, as both from the 


| Body,in ſettingdown the 5a5- 


xanpey iy5r;the whole ofus,1 T hel. 
5. 23. Thereforel chooſe 


rather to ſay the Animal 
D Soul, 
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Soul, for diſtin&neſs ſake, 

but mean the famie that. 

they mean, who either ſay 

Soul {1mply, or -r:3%wa, Spi- 

rit, it the Notion wherein 

Mat. 27, we render it Ghoſt, Matth. 27. 
50. 50.where it is {aid of Chriſt, 
He yeelded up the Ghoſt, which | 
proceeds not on fuch a cri- 

tical diſtintion of Ghoſt 

from Soul as that place to 

the Theſſal. doth. Toei- 

ther of theſe equally be- 

longs the force of an Ar- 
gument lately made uſe of 

by learned Mr. Pearſon (on 

the Creed page 480.)to prove, 

_ that the meaning of the Ar- 
ticle 


XUM 
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ticle is, the Motion or Tran- 
ſlation of Chriſts Soul to 
the place of Souls. The 
Argument is taken from an 
oppoſition . which the Fa- 
thers made to the Heres 
ſte of the Apollinarians , 
which conſfilted in this, 
Thar Chriſt rook on him 
our humane Fleſh, with- 
out the humane Soul, 
( his Deity ſupplying the 
place of that : ) Which Error 
of theirs the Fathers refute by 
this, That in his Death his 
Soul was ſeparated. from the 
Body, in reſpe& whereof he 
went to dv, This Hereſie 
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of theirs equally deprived 
Chriſt of the Rational Intel- 
lecual and of the Animal 
Soul, teaching, that his Fleſh 
was aluxs » dviis without 
Soul and without mind ; 
and fo the Fathers Argu- 


ment againſt them founded 


in Chriſts Deſcent to 4s 
is of equal] force, whether it 
were in his »# or 4uxd, mind 
or Soul that he deſcended, 
their Hereſte belonging to 
both , that is indeed to 
that Soul by which he ex- 
erciſed all the Acts both of 
Life and Reaſon when it 
was in the Body, and by 

SEparation 
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Separation of which from 
the Body, he was truly 
dead, his Soul departing to 
the Condition or Habita- 
tion of Souls, as his Body 
was laid up in the Grave. 


Having thus far expli- 


. cated this Opinion, to which 


I adhere; and in doing (o, 
adhere to that other ( ab- 
ſtrated from all conſide- 
ration of the end) which 
hath always been account- 
ed the Dodtrine | of the 
Church of England, ordina- 
rily ſtiled the Local De- 

= {cent ; 
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Acts 2. 
| & Me 
Pal. 16. 


19, 


ſcent ; I ſhall not need any 
farther ro confirm it ( ha- 
ving largely done it in the 
Prattical Catechiſm, L. 5. 
Sect. 2. page 288. Cc. ) than 
by reflecting an the exact 
propriety this bears both 
with the Order and Con- 
texture of the Creed, and 
with that one eminent Text 
cited by the Apoſtle from 
the Pſalmiſt, wherein be- 
yond all other Texts this 
Article is undoubtedl 
founded. For in the Creed, 
after his Crucifxion, and re- 
maining ſo long on the 


Croſs till he was dead, 


commending 
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commendins his Spirit into the 
hands of his Father, it fol- 
lows, his Body was inter- 
red, and his Soul ( in Se- 
paration of which from his 
Body, the reality of his 
Death conſiſts ) deſcended, 


departed into the common 


place, habitation, ſtate, con- 


dition, of the Dead(hovered. 


not above the Grave, as the 
Heathen phanſied of the 


Zr (underwent the very 


{ame fate that the Souls of all 
other Dead men do, and (o 
continued till the third day, 
and then he roſe again. 
And left it ſhould be ſug- 

D 4 | gelted 
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Adr Pear- geſted ( as I ee it 1s,) that | 
gt hp taking 4s for the State of | 
#* the Dead, deſcending tro | 
that, ſhall ſignifie no more,, 

than to be Dead : I anſwer, 

Thar if this were ſuppoſed 

to be the utmoſt that the 

words by their own force | 

do {ignifie ( as when Jacob | 

ſaid, xerabioopes its dS, | {hall 
deſcend to Hades, it is ac- 
knowledged it doth) yet 

the poſition in the Creed, 

will aſſiſt it to ſignifie thus 

much more ; for if 49s be 

a State or Condition or 
Habitation or Place, though 

but improperly ſo called, 

- 11-47 yet” 
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yet deſcending to Hades be- 
ing immediately attended 
with | the third day he roſe 
again from the Dead this 
muſt in all reaſon extend 
the act of Dying to a durati- 
on, and that duration or 
{pace of continuance among 


the dead as far as to the 


third day, elſe there would 
be ( which is not to be ima- 
gined) a Chaſme in the 
Creed, no. full enumerati- 
on of all the parts and ſteps 
of the Story ; but being 
thus underſtood , nothing 
can be more punctual and 
compleat in all the cir- 

__ cumſltances, 
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cumſtances, than the Or- 
der obſerved in the Creed, 
is. And for the Text of 


the P/almiſt recited by the 


Apoſtle, Thou ſhalt not leave 


' my Soul im Fades, xc. it is 
now moſt expreſly fulfilled 


in, and recited by this Ar-'- 


ticle ; That though his Body 
were laid in the Grave 
( where if it continued a- 
bove three days, (the term 
obſerved in Nature for the 
revolution of the humors ) 
it would naturally tend to 
corruption and putrefaQi- 
on, and ſtink, as it is ſaid 


John 11. Of Lazarus where he is 


36. 


| TagTaINS) 
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rapreios, four days dead ) and at 

his Soul gone to Hades, the 

habitation or condition or 

common place of Souls; 

yet being there really , in 

as perfect Separation from 

the Body as any Soul of 

dead man is, yet it ſhould 

not be left there, forſaken 

there, or in any degree de- 

ſRirute by God; bur before 

the Body ſhould begin to 

putrehie, that is, 11 three days 

{pace, the Eternal Spirit his 

Godhead inſeparably uni- 

ted both to his Soul and®* 

Body, ſhould re-unite them 

again, and then it follows, 

the third day he roſe. 
| | Ha- 
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Having given ſo full,and 
as I ſuppoſe clear unqueſtio- 
nable account of the mean- 
ing of this Article, that it 
belongs to Chriſts Humi- 
liation, the reality and con- 
tinuance of the Separation 
of his Soul from his Body, 
and its being in Hades, as 
that is the place or habita- 
tion or condition of ſepara- 
ted Souls, and being ap- 
plyed ro Souls cannot pol- 
fibly fignifie the Grave, the | 
Repoſitory only of the Bo- 
dy, I need add no further | 

| prejudices 
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s prejudices to Mr. Selden's 


Opinion ; Which firſt if this 


be true, cannot be the. 


truth ; Secondly, belongs 
not to Chriſts Humiliation, 
but is all one with his 
Reſurre&tion ; Thirdly, is a 
Deſcent from no place, no 
Aſcent being before men- 
tioned; Fourthly, is not 
compatible with any ſta 
of his Soul in Hades ; bot 
which yet the P/almiſt, re- 
joycing that his Soul is not 
forſaken and left there, muſt 
import, and the ſubſequent 
mention in the Creed of the 
third days riſing intimates 
the 
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the third day, the Stay, the 
Riſing, the Humiliation : 
Fifthly, Is founded in Hades, 
ſignifying the Grave or Re- 
poſitory of the Body,which 
generally and by the Ori- 
gination of the Word 'be- 
longs to the Habiration of 
Souls, and is uſed in Seri- 
pture ſometimes, where it 
catinot be meant of the 
Grave, as Gen. 37. 35. 1 
will 90 down to the Grave, (we 
render,) to my Son mourning, 
ſpoken of Jacob in relation 
to Joſeph, whom yet he 
believed torn in pieces with 


wild Beaſts and nor at all 
interred. 


XUM 
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interred. Sixthly, if this be 
not ſufficient, then remember 
that it was God, Rom. 4.24. 
Acts -3.26. the Spirit, that is, 
Divme Spirit, n Pet. 3. 18. 
Rom. 8. 11, that raiſed up 
Teſus from the Dead, and there- 
fore ir may not be attribu- 
ted to his Animal or Hu- 
mane Soul going down into 
the Grave and fetching out 
the Body; ar leaſt thus- it 
cannot be in the place of 
the P/almiſt ; for there it 1s pal, 16, 
equally attributed to God, 10. 
that he ſhall not leave his Soul 

in Hell, and not ſuffer him ( in 
reſpe&t of his Body ) to ſee 


COrriuprion , 
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corruption: Which muſt 
therefore unqueſtionably be 
underſtood, Firſt, of Gods 
doing the whole Work in 
General; Secondly, in Gods 
reſcuing the Soul from Hades, 
in which he was detained 
( and preſerving the Body 
from corruption to which it 
was lyable. ) Which isquite 
contrary to* Mr, Selden's 
Interpretation , which ſup- 
poſeth the Soul not to be at 
all detained there, and conſe- 
quently not the Patient but 
che Agent in the Reſcue, 
when 'tis evident that God 
is the Agent , equally in 
reſpe& 


{ 


- 
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nd pect bothof Soul and Bo- 


dy, and the Soul as the 


Body, the Patient, and there- 
fore the word is ix# in the 
Paſſive. Seventhly, one Ar- 
gument more [I ſhall pro- 
pole ro you againſt this 
Senſe; "The Agquleian Creed 
is obſerved to have been the 
firſt in which this Article 
is exprelt, and in this there 
was no mention of Chriſts 
Burial; the ſame is vifible in 
that which we call the 4- 
thanaſim: Now though 
from hence I conclude not 
( as ſome have done) that 


It is all one With Burial 
E ( for 
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( for it may be Burial, and 
fomewhat more, dil- 
poſing of the Soul as well 
as the Body,during the ſpace 
of Separation) yet furc 
this way I conclude, "That 
x cannot with any pro- | 
bability refer to the Rai- 
fing him out of the 
Grave ( as Mr. Selden's 
phancy imports) when there 
had no mention of His being 
there, preceded : For what 
rolerable Senſe would there 
be in the words of the 4- 
quileian Creed thus under- 
{tood 2 TFhe words of that 
are, Crucifixus ſub Pontio Pi- 
lato, 


| 
4 
| 
| 
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lato, deſcendit m Tnferna , 
which Mr. Selden may have 
thus interpreted, Bemg Cru- 
cified under Pontius Pilate, 
his Soul went mto the 
Grave to raiſe his Body 
thence: This I ſay were 
ablurd; wichour mention 
or intimation firft given 
of his Body being at all 
there. So in the Ythana- 
fian, Fe ſuffered for our 
Salvation, deſcended into 
Hell, roſe again the third 
day from the Dead; where 
there is mention of p60 
more, bur of his Suffer- 
ing, but neither of his 

E 3 Death 


kts it. Ad Dm 
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Death or Burial (if de- 
ſcending to Hades ſignifie | 
them not.) with what 
proptiety could it be ad- 

ded immediately, that he | 
went down into the Grave | 
to raiſe the Body thence ? 
It theſe Arguments, any or 
all, prevail with you, to 
reject this Interpretation , | 
I need add no more; if | 
they do not, I ſhall then 
recommend one thing more 
to your conſideration , 
That ſome Opinions are 
ſo remote and improbable, 
that it is hard to produce {| 
any Argument to make 
| them 
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them more {o, than of them- 
ſelves rhey are, and this 
is fir to be in front of 
ſuch; That of Ramu, 
that Burying doth nor fig- 
nifie Burying but Embalm- 
ing ( thar {ſo deſcending 
tro Hades may -be left to 
| fignifle Burial ) being 
| though not more true, me- 
| thinks more ingenious and 
probable than this; and 
+ yer againſt this, it will be 
hard ro produce above one 
Argument, (and that with 
him a begging the Queſti- 
on, which among Logic? 
| ans goes for the moſt 


E 3 fallacious 
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fallacious way of Diſpu- | 
ting) Viz,, that Tapiors a- | 
mong all Authors, Sacred 
and Prophane, figni- 
fies Burial not Embalm- 


Ing. 


Having ſaid thus much 
to the Main, I ſhall now 
review your Letter, and 
give it what reflexions 
ſeem yet to be needful : 
And Firſt, When you 
think it 1s an inconveni- 
ence that the Opinion con- 
trary to Mr. Selden's is preſt 
with , ro acknowledge in 

| the 
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the Text, Pſalm 16. 10. 
That Chriſt was left in 
Hell the place of the Dam- 
ned , though for no long 
rime ;- you now fee, Firſt, 
that Hell (fignifying -not 
definitely the place of rhe 
Damned, any more than de- | 
finitely Heaven the place 
of the Glorified ; but inde- 
finitely, the common Place, 
Habitation, Condition of 
the Dead, Chriſt being there 
ſome time, and the third 
day recalled thence ) is not 
his being left in Hayes, 
bur the quite contrary tg 
x, his being reſcued thence 

E 4 cimely, 
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timely, which yer he coult 
not properly be, if he were 
not there for ſome time : 
The Phraſe which from the | 
P/alm the Apoſtle uſeth, Acis |} 
2.27. *% wnarexentus, Thou 
ſhalt not ſo leave, as to 
forſake deſtitute. But then + 
Secondly, It is moſt certain, 
that Chriſts Divinity was 
inſeparably united both to 
the. Soul and Body of 
Chriſt, and ſo according to | 
your hearts deſire, though 
Chrifts Soul were ( as my 
Opinion holds) in Hades, 
State or place of the 
Dead, for ſome ſpace, yer 
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God left it not, forſook it 
not there -one minute, 
Next, when you fay , 
| There 4s a conſiderable uſe 
\ of this Opinion,the manifeſt- 
ing the Re-union of Chriſt's 
Body and Soul in the 
Grave, with the time and 
manner thereof, at, or im- 
| mediately before his Re- 
| ſurrection, which you ſay 
| 1s in no other Article, nor 
in evy plain place of 
i Scripture averred. To 
this I Anſwer, 'Firſt, That 
as aſuppoſed incommodity 
doth not ſolve, ſo a con- 
ceived advantage doth not 
| compe- | 
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competently found an 
Argument ; Secondly, Thar 
your own confeſſion, "That | 
there is no plain place of | 
Scripture that averrs this, 
is a valid Argument of 
probation, that it ought 
not to be eſteemed a- 
ny part of our Faith, nor 
conſequently , any Article | 
of our Creed; Thirdly, 
That when in the Creed 
[ whatſoever may be ſaid 
of the Scripture ] the 
Separation of his Body and 
Soul, together with the 
time and manner of ir, | 
is no otherwiſe ſet down, 

than | 
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than by his being afhrm- 
ed to be dead; ſo is there 
{ no kind of need., that 
. the Re-union ſhould be 
more particularly ſet down, 
than by teaching us, that 
| the third day he roſe again, 
| it being certain that he 
| 1s the whole Chriſt thar 
| dyed, and ſo both Soul 
| and Body, and ſo the af- 
firming that he roſe again 
is perfe&tly zxquivalent and 
tantamount to his Soul 
being re-united to his Bo- 
dy: Then for the time, 
that is alſo mentioned in 
, that Article, the third day; 
as 
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as for the manner , this 
Interpretation ſers not that 
down truly, as was faid; 
For the Reſurre&tion of | 
the Body was the work of |: 
his Divinity, and nor pe- 
culiarly of his Animal or 
Human Soul, but as of the | 
Inſtrument uſed by his Divi- 
nity.Next when you propoſe 
an Objection in behalf of 
che Opinion of the Deſcent 
into the place of the Dam- Þ 
ned, and give anſwer to it, 
I ſhall thus far interpoſe ; 
Firſt, that the Authority of 
the Antient Church in a 
matter of this moment, de- 

pending 
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pending on what was de- 
livered by the Apoſtles to 
the Churches, is, and ought 
to be of great weight a- 
gainſt all novel Heterodox- 
es, lo far as thole of the 
Antient Church agree a- 
mons themſelves: Now 


Oo 

though as to the end of 
Chriſts deſcending, and to 
the Definition of the Place, 
the Antients conſent nor, 
but difter very much from 
one another ( which is 
ſhewed ar large by Mr.Pear- ,,, p.,.. 
fon ) and therefore in theſe ſn, page 
particulars onr Church de- #7 
tines nor, - yet there 18 no- 

_ thing 
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thing they more uniform- | 
ly agree in, than that the 
Soul of Chriſt really de- | 
ſcended into the habitation , 

of Souls; for which I like- 
wiſe for brevity ſake re- -. 

ferr you to Mr. Pearſon, + 

page 479. And therefore 4 

rhus far we ought in all 
reaſon to come up to them, 1 

which he cannot, that ac-  ; 
cording to Mr. Selden's . ; 
—_ interprets Hades 

of the Grave, the Repo- 

fitory of the Body only. 
Laſtly, For the Old Tra- 
dition , that menticns the 


Deſcent and Reſurrection 
rogether, 
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together, as one Article 
compoled by Saint Thomas, 
- there is little heed to be. 
given to that Tradition, or 
1 indeed to the foundation 
] -of it, - that every Apoſtle 
calt in his particular ihotr : 
For firſt it will be hard to 
deduce the Creed in the 
very form we have it, from 


1 the Apoſtles immediacely, 


it being {ſo variouſly ſer 
; down, in the farſt times, 
and the Article of the 
Deſcent omitred in many; 
and the Aquiletan being 


{ the firſt which delivers it in 


our preſent form : Second- 


ly, 
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ly, Tis moſt certain, that 
every  Apoftle preached 
the whole Faith, and at 
cheir parting from Jeruſa- 
lem agreed in common upon 
A Turos vyiarbrror Avyer, form 
of wholſom words, not com- 
mitting to writing, or obli- 
ging 1t, co the very fame 
. words, and this was- called 
their Symboluni, as thar fio- 
nifies a'.teſſera -militaris, by 
which Chrittians' + were 
known from. others; and 
not from the nation” ie A 
Shote which belongs: - t 
ovaternt racher” than cir 


ſo that you are-"'tiot--ro 
think 
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think thar old "Tradition, 
which in reſpe&t of crue 
Antiquity, is but a novel 
Fable of no authority, and 
founded in a manifeſt mij- 
ſtake, will be fit to aſſiſt 
Mr. Selden's, or any other 
Concett. 


This is all I fee occa- 
ſion to reflect on in your 
Letter, and ſo I have ex- 
preſt my ſelf perſpicyouſly 
( of which you will not 
judge aright, till you have 
read over the whole) : I ſhall 
| hope [ have performed what 
you ſeem to require, Firſt, 
Given 
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Given you my Senſe , of 
Mr. Selden's Opinion ; Se- 
condly, Repreſented unto 
you the one matter bf 
Faith in this Article ; which 
being received, there is 
no more required de fide : 
and then all Error and 
danger will be in Dogma- 
tizing, or Teaching for 
Faith, what is more than 
this, which our Church 
wiſely prohibits us to do: 
and then what need we 
trouble our ſelves with che 
various Opinions of men a- 
bout. other Circumſtances, 
Which are at the beſt, but 
Þ Opinions 
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Opinions and ConjeCtures, 
and perhaps never an one 
of them the truth, or any 
part of the meaning of that 
Article. 


I have riow held you fo 
long, that you will have 
no reaſon to imagine your 
Letter came unſeaſonably 
tome : the fruth is, it came 
in a point of time, wherein 
had a perfe& vacancy from 
buſineſſes that had formerly 
engaped my attendance; and 
if it prove ofany uſeto your 
ſatisfaction and repoſe of 
mind,. I ſhall think my time 

F 2 hath 
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hath been very well diſpoſed 
of, that hath been thus laid 
out. And ſol take my leave 
of you, and remain 


Your affectionate 
Friend to ſerve you, 


_ "Hen, Hammond. 
I $9. 
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I received this Letter-from 
Dr. Hammond., by Mr. 
Rich. Royſton on' Tueſday 
May 3. Mt Fhux: _y_ 


indorl ed : 


For Mr. Smith in Little More- | 


Fields, Theſe. 
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